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By F. E. SHEPHERD 
Staff Representative 

( NEW ORLEANS — Dist 
Atty. Jim Garrisor.’s star 
{ witness in a Kennedy assas- 
f sination conspiracy plot 
l hearing here today slipped 
; for the first time In test:- 
; mony which linked Lc: T ’:r- 
f vey Oswald, New C""is 
civic leader Clay S'™.* # r.d 
i the late David Ferric in z 
i conspiracy to murder Pres- 
ident John Kennedy. 

£ Baton Rourc insurance 
^salesman Perry Raymon d 
mainiamea i o r 
£two±ys, as the prosecution 
* witness, that he did not 
?know Oswald was the same 
t person he overheard dis- 
t cussing the assassination of 
vthe president in Feme’s 
5 New Orleans apartment in 
j September, 1963, because 
| he had never scan Oswald 
f without a three or four-day 
\ growth of beard. 
i However, today under cross- 
l examination by defense attor- 
\ ney Irvin Dymond, Russo said 
j he did see Oswald dean-shav- 
; en, neatly-dressed and with his 
* hair combed as the accused 
) killer of President Kennedy 
* prepared to leave New Orleans 
; for Houston early in October, 

\ 1263. 

\ However, Russo recovered 

1 - - - 

i . 

\ 



I somewhat and explained he 
j meant that, the pictures he saw 
j of Oswald immediately after 
ithe assassination of Kennedy 
‘showed him to be bc 2 tcn about 
the face, thereby distortin': his 
features. He said apparently 
this cculd have added to his in- 
ability to recognize him as the 
man he knew in New 0: leans 
as Leon Oswald. 

Dymond point blank asked 
Russo “What r r rt did you play 
in the assassination p!ct?’’ I us- 
so replied he had r.o part ir. it, 
and tn?t he did not take par. in 
ary attempt cn the president’s 
life and die net discuss the mat- 
ter with Fcrrie when he raw 
him. severs! times some c gh: 
months following Nov. 2d. l . ? , 
the date o: the ass 2 ssinaticr c: 
the president. 

Admits Being Hypnotized 
Rvs:-o admitted today he had 
; been hypnotized three times be- 
‘ tween Feb. 27 afcd March 13 by 
: Dr. Esmond Ff“cr, a private 
Orleans.^ He 

said that on each occasion he 
was in the_ office j)C Orleans 
Parish Coroner Nicholas Chet- 
ta. preparatory to undergoing 
additional questioning by Dist. 
Atty. Garrison and members of 
bis staff. 

Dymvr.d attempted at length 
to make Russo admit that he 
was testifying under post-hyp- 
notic suggestion and intimated 
on several occasions that per- 
haps the salesman for Equitable 
Life Assurance Co. was under 
hypnosis as he was being ques-, 
tioned this morning. • \ 

Russo said he could not pin- 
point a date when he was hyp-* 
notized and did not know how 
Dr. Fatter placed him under, 
hypnosis. cxccpMhat he was a 
willing subject ana can» • out of 
hypnosis at the count of five. I 



Russo, who has been very 
composed in pmi-two days’ 
while testifying that he sat in on 
a discussion of plans to assassi- 
nate President Kennedy by Fer-i 
-ic. Oswald and a man he 
cr.cw as Clem Bertrand, today, 
appeared tired and drawn and: 
highly nervous. 

However, the 25-vear-o!d Bat-‘ 
.on Rougean, in the estimation' 
of the more than 150 members 
;cf the domestic and foreign 
jp-ess covering the hearing on 
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jp-p.s covering the hearing on D\\RU\U 

! whether to hold Shaw on forma! y j' \ ° U 

• !ce-.?p:rvcv charges, is still hold- v ' ' ~cn 

j:r" his c vr. in his b a 1 1 1 e of - . . — ^ 

jv'.rds with Shaw’s attorneys, i 
I The c screpanev in his tes*i- 
r my ?.rou*. seeing Oswald 
c >rn-r:zven prior to the 2 sscs- 
jfir.rtioT! was the first miscue by 
jKvsso i:» two days of testimony — 

: in the hearing, which may end 
iirtc ton shl if a three-judge cis-l 
itric*. court decides that another; 
whole day wilh r.Gt bcTequired o i C C-7 

to complete testimony. . \D*ft ^•16-07 

Dymond asked the young in-j edition: 
surance salesman if he had been. Authors 
aware that Ferrie was arrested; 
shortly after the Kennedy assas- ( Editor: 
sination. 

A. No sir. 

Q. Did D_avid F 
Ition the assassin 
Icier*. Kennedy? . , 

1 A. No sir. After the assassina-* 
jtior. there was a blank spot. I; 
idien’t see Ferrie for a while. For, 
about seven or eight months I 
(didn’t see Dave Ferrie. 
j Q. Mow many times did you! 

(see Ferrie between the assassi-* 
ration of President Kennedy and 
the death of Ferrie? 

A. Four. five, six times or so. 

He seemed to me a broken man 
after that. I don’t know why. But 
he seemed like 2 ^cken man. 

He talked about the district at- 
jto-r.ev’s office a few times. He 
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lV ctn-ur.s to build up ar.tajo- 
th? 

crger r. par v: goer u: a 

• a »ri»a'Abwt Qi<I»i“S Fr ™' 
p^end *»Wcd »«*<>*•-■> ,{* 
il- n't <; .«#-.ivn Feme aoou. the 
a>*'C€^ assassination p-o*« 

‘ A? U •«. **•>* 

i irr'-i* ’ enveloped... * c r , 

ask •■‘ucsttcr.s. He knc-.v ;t a;l 
SU5»S* differed from his, 

J^SK* »*■«“, 

x q le \^.at about your 
to new-xcr. that you mcr. . «J.ow , 

C Truat remark was blown out 

(it to db 

** : »v.n* ♦'•.vp was a 



Feme, 49, a free-lance pilo' 

-Cf HiOrS.i 0.. 

to,, £Tm fas *5. 

v*> A. £& 



At’.y. Jjr^Jlu: 



istco as due to 




! .i“£». k. • "•sarS 

.iSS3wSSS#“^*5 

I vers :r.cw »» . J 
•Russo's crec.buity. su-e* 

*«£ did RUIM «»* *£*“ 
jvears to te’J au;r.or:t.es abo-^ 
'- an alleged .conflWK > £ Ml 
l President Joan F. ^ r “. e i E L. 

defense attorney- F. ir\in ^ 

w* 



( llee Harvey 

1 St me New 

1 



Oswald, 

Orleans 



the one- 

resicer.t 



i 



tme Ne w 

frlgwefl? 

*mond astted. 

Russo, o! Baton, Rouge, hat 
'told the thrcv'jJsS*' crirE.r— 
d^tret court panel he »<> 
i present in mid-September 
•uhen Shaw, Oswald and l D,v.a 
, V,’ Feme plotted to.ki- — 2 
'President. 

: A«nr.edv was shot about two 
m%mths la^r ~ Da..as. I 

i Shaw, both ■*’ hut not formally! 
•charged vl:.. .«s?:racv to 
tr.urcer, has ••* sever 
'O-twa’i or T- Free ur.de. ; 

-fe: K***£X"£ 

x the three hss-ed v, j 
?‘. 1 living. 



was o:*ic;ally 
natural causes 

Cites VaUkcrs 

Oswald was killed in D«*las 
aftor liie assassination. 

RusfC stolid under Dymond * 
nuestionin;. said Oswald h.o 
seemed vaguely familiar when 

he sew photosrap.^ o. h.m 

16 .-;. but it wash t uhU tnt> 

put whiskers on b;m (h-t ht 
knew Oswald was the same 
he had seen in Femes apa.t- 
xncr.t. , 

“\Vho put whiskers on him?”, 

; -said Dymond. 

••One of the artists," replied. 
Russo. He pointed outanwn. 
seated with a c.uster of «»-• 
district attorney’s at the 
prosecution table. Garrison w.s 

not present. * »t 

J»t. Dist. Atty. James u. A.- 

L-.d. 

hearths ’ Wurncd,.. ending ns 

darkly intense- mam 
ae-eed under cross-ex-m,*.-uc-n 
that he must have seen 
graphs of Oswald many time, 
since the assassination. 

S '“\Vr.at finally wcceeded « 
m*kir2 you sure that Lee H^r , 
vev Oswald and Femes room; 

mate were one and the same, 
demanded Dymond. . 

. r«so said the pictures he J.d 

seer, were of a neat - • . 

C ‘t the “Leor. Oswald tc 

apart. ..eiiw • • beat- 

his hair mussed. He was a 

“After contacting Garrison by 

•e*7c- last month, he adeed a.. 

arrived and began show- 
Sg him various photographs of 

^Russo said he stopped the pro- 
..cT .fter being shown a p-c-i 
t“e’ of Oswald disheveled and, 

lure *. »4TViat*s not Os- ( 

room-; 



, the use of sodium pcntothal — • 
the so-cali -c “truth scrum, a 
controvert. ji les «v.*antoa3 some 
nsvcho*.:*;*.s who say n o;:wr. ; 

; ,doi-s not really guarantee true- 
! statements # 

to why he didn’t come for- 
iward with his report of a con-| 
spiracy in 1DC3, Ru§i0 said he; 
was involve in school woric at: 
the time — a reply that left Dy-j 
mend apparently azr.ast. . 

Besides, said Ru^so, Oswasd 1 
was shot to death by Jack Ruby; 
in a Dali a. 1 police station, two' 
devs after the assassination — ; 
ar/d the Warren ccmmissi;-n i 
siic no one e!>e was involves in 

the assassination. i 

••I didn’t know Ferrie was ; 
being .investigated .until I saw a 
1 on the (Jar.*. sen invcstig-*i 

tion' in the newspaper ” aid 

Russo. _ ’ ! 

This statement made some 
observers wonder whether Rus-| 

■ so really was Garrison’s legal 
ace in the bole. | 

After the first reports of the; 
investigation were dtsc.osed. 
Garrison said he was certain of; 
a.-rests ar.d convictions in hisi 
probe — which started last Oc-, 

.wOvT. . . 

During cross-examination, 
Ru.v-o said he last saw Oswald 
at Ferrie's apart.ment *in early 
October 1063. 

Quizzed on Oswald Departure 
“Are you aware that Oswald 
‘left New Orleans on the 25th of 
September -to go to Mexico and 
never returns! hAre3> M said Dy- 



itold agent: •JJgt ^ 
wald. Thais Femes r 

‘ ** r £ ?M* inM CTOg»tS| 



mor.c.. • ’ ^ 

; ..i,t. Cist. JLt-ty.rChar.es R 
Ward prDamptly objected. Q* 
jwaid’s departure had neves 
• teen proven in this .court, hi • 

(said. • . . 

1 D>-mond signaled and assist- 
ar.*.j began producing carcooara 

boxes. . * . . 

“You are not going to 
duce the Warren commission 
report are you?” asked Judge 
Bernard Bagert. 

-Yes.” said Dymond. . 
v You’re not serious are you. 
the judge saic. raising his v o i c e. 

Dvmor.d said he was. 

•• -You’re wrong! You’re over- ; 

ruled!” . . • 

Tne Wa»8 commission re- 

• port documents in great detail. 

Oswal: departure from New 

Orleans ^:.c subsequent reloca- 
tion in Dallas, where his. wife . 

. and child were living. 

In Dallas. Oswald's widow 
said Wednesday she never 
jheard of Ferrie or Shaw while 

• I she lived in New Orleans. 

i Security was intensified at the 
i courtroom, on the second floor 
'of the gray stone Criminal 

• Courts Building. Men who en- 
tered were frisked thoroughly. 
(Women police .examined female 
Ispectators and newsw*omen. # 
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EXPECTS HEARING TO END — Criminal 
Judge Bernard Eagert is shown as he left 
the Criminal Courts Building in New Or- 
leans yeftsiiay-. Judge Bagert told news- 
men that be expected the preliminary bear- 



ing for Clay Shaw’s to end today. Shaw has 
been accused by Dist. Attorney Jim Gar- 
rison to be involved in a plot to murder 
President Kennedy. 
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